Talking points for DU Tobacco Free Policy Proposal Letter of Support:
· A tobacco free campus promotes the health, well-being and safety of all students, faculty, staff and visitors.
 
· The Surgeon General's report specifies that tobacco use in any form, active or passive represents a significant health hazard to both smokers and non-smoker bystanders. There is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke — secondhand smoke kills.

· More than 130 colleges and universities nationally have already adopted tobacco free policies. 

· Applaud tobacco free proposal vs. smoke free policy (this was one of reasons Faculty Senate did not support proposal). 
Below reasons we recommended a tobacco-free policy instead of a smoke-free policy:

· A tobacco-free policy eliminates loopholes that can be exposed by the tobacco industry. Between 1998-2005, tobacco industry has increased smokeless (and even spitless) tobacco marketing by 74%, spending $250.7 million on smokeless tobacco marketing in 2005 alone (Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids). 

· Smokeless tobacco use is a precursor to cigarette use.  Specifically, adolescents who use smokeless tobacco are more likely to become cigarette smokers according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). More information on this can be found at http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/smokeless/smokeless_tobacco.htm.

· Smokeless tobacco is a “gateway” substance for cigarette smoking, alcohol, marijuana, and other drugs according to a CDC report on “Spit Tobacco (Dip, Chew, Snuff, Smokeless)” released in 2003.

· Smokeless tobacco rates could increase. With no smoking on campus, students may become more aware of smokeless tobacco use, perceiving it as an “acceptable” behavior. Because we know where tobacco marketing is headed, it would be extremely unsettling if smoking rates decreased, but smokeless tobacco rates increase.

· Diseases can be easily spread through spit. Smokeless tobacco spit is considered a biohazard and contains at least 24 cacogenic chemicals.

· Financial burden (information gathered from Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids). Please note that the amounts below do not include health costs caused by exposure to secondhand smoke, smoking-caused fires, spit tobacco use, or cigar and pipe smoking but clearly show that the general public has to monetarily pay for smokeless tobacco cancers and disease through increased Medicaid taxes

Smoking-Caused Monetary Costs in Colorado:

· Annual health care costs in Colorado directly caused by smoking: $1.31 billion

· Portion covered by the state Medicaid program: $319 million

· Residents' state & federal tax burden from smoking-caused government expenditures: $587 per household

· Smoking-caused productivity losses in Colorado: $992 million
· Environmental concerns. Smokeless tobacco still uses the same tobacco manufacturing methods that cause deforestation, soil erosion, and poverty.


· DU will position itself as a local, state, and national leader within the tobacco free collegiate community

· When people choose to smoke on campus, they negatively impact the health of all people around them. 

· Even brief exposure to smoke as you're walking into a building can cause or exacerbate heart disease, asthma, allergies, and bronchitis (not to mention the smell of smoke on clothes). 
For DU's FAQ's webpage, visit http://www.du.edu/duhealth/health-resources/tobacco-free-du/faq.html
